
 

 

 

The Mission of the Wauconda Fire District is to Faithfully Serve our Community 

through Emergency Response, Education, Prevention, and Social Interaction. 



 

 

 

In 2021 the Fire District continued to work with many new challenges that were presented by 
the COVID pandemic.  The Fire District partnered closely with the Labor Union to identify the 
right steps to take whenever we were confronted with new and revised procedures and 
requirements to keep our employees safe while serving the public.    
 
The District was awarded a FEMA SAFER  Grant in 2021.  This grant was a competitive federal 
grant which reimburses the District for 100% of the cost for 3 additional fulltime firefighter 

paramedics for 3 full years.  These new positions were filled in October, which brings our full time staffing up 
to thirteen personnel per shift.  This move greatly increases our reliability and service to the community.  
 

The District also received a federal grant in the amount of $206,000 for a vehicle exhaust capture system to 
be installed at all 3 fire stations.  The federal funding will cover 90% of the costs for this project, which will 
improve safety for our employees by reducing exposure to vehicle exhaust fumes.  The new systems at each 
station will be much more effective than the current vehicle exhaust filters. 
 

In December, the District Board approved a Strategic Capital Improvement Plan, which prioritizes 
replacement and repairs on buildings, vehicles, and equipment.  Three Capital Working Groups of employees 
were created to address the Fire District’s needs both now and into the future. The Board also reviewed a 5 
year budget projection that was used to create this strategic plan.  This improvement plan has been budgeted 
and will be implemented at the start of the 2022 fiscal year.  The Board will monitor the progress with the 
plan annually, and update it again in 3 years.     
 

In addition, the District launched a cooperative 
training initiative with the Round Lake and Grayslake 
Fire Protection Districts this past year.  The initiative 
involves scheduled training together, sharing 
responsibility for instruction, and becoming more 
familiar with each respective agencies personnel and 
equipment.  This effort will better prepare us to work 
together during auto-aid and mutual aid emergency 
responses and is just the first step in building a more 
regional training plan that can utilize Station 3’s 
Training Facility.   
 

As Fire Chief, I have had the honor over the past year 
to work with the very talented and dedicated group 
of first responders of the Wauconda Fire District.  The 
District’s effort to support these great people can be 
seen in 2021 through improved employee safety, 
taking steps to improve our facilities and 
equipment, and focusing on training, which all are 
the ingredients to a high level of community 
service.  We are proud to serve the citizens of the 
Wauconda Fire District. 
 

Thank You...Stay Safe. 

PROUDLY SERVING… 

Port Barrington, Hawthorn Woods,  

Island Lake, Lake Barrington, Lakemoor, North Barrington,   

Tower Lakes, Volo, Wauconda and some unincorporated  

areas of Lake and McHenry Counties. 

SINCE  1889 
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TOTAL INCIDENTS 4,401 

Average Response Time 
5 mins. 

38 secs. 

Emergency Call  
Response Time within  

8 Minutes 
85.9% 

Busiest Day of the Week Tuesday 

Busiest Hour of the 

Day Noon 

Busiest Month  
of the Year August 

Average Number of  

Incidents Per Day 12.1 

Percentage of Incidents 
that Overlap 
(Back-to-Back Calls) 

35.5 

Incidents In District: 4,123 
Auto/Mutual Aid Given: 241 

Auto/Mutual Aid Received: 391 

Fire Related Casualties 

Civilians       Injuries: 2  Deaths: 0 

Firefighters   Injuries: 0  Deaths: 0 

Fire Loss = $1,228,900 

Property Saved = $8,784,495 (87.7%) 
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The Wauconda Fire Protection District (WFPD) responded to 4,401 calls for service with 

3,187 of those calls being EMS or EMS related. This number represents 70% of all the 

calls Wauconda Fire Protection District responds to, making it a majority of our calls for 

service. This number also reminds us as Wauconda Fire Protection District members that 

our greatest impact on our communities is our interaction with patients and families, 

especially concerning patient care and treatment. 
 

 COVID-19 was again a significant challenge in 2021.  The District closely monitored the 

guidance to provide patient care and utilize safety precautions to keep paramedic and patients safe.  
 

Wauconda’s Firefighter/Paramedics spend countless hours participating in continuing education to stay up to date 

on the latest trends in patient care and sharpen their skills.  

 

Here’s how busy each of our ambulances were in 2021: 

 Total # of Suspected / Confirmed  
Covid-19 Patients 

(2021) 
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The chart below represents how many patients WFPD EMS encountered that were either suspected or 
confirmed based on positive tests or relevant symptoms for COVID-19 infection over a 12-month period. 

Learn How: 

www.stopthebleed.org 



 

 

 

 

TOP 10 
Incident Type Reported 

By Dispatch 

# of 
Calls 

1. Falls 554 

2. Sick Person 409 

3. Difficulty Breathing 342 

4. Vehicle Crash 337 

5. Psychiatric Problem/Suicidal 228 

6. Chest Pain 126 

7. Abdominal Pain 96 

8. Unconscious/Fainting 92 

9. Convulsions / Seizure 72 

10. Stroke 37 

Cardiac Arrest Saves 

    15    # Patients with Return of Spontaneous Circulation (SAVE!) 

    48    % of Total Cardiac Arrest Patients Saved (ROSC) 
  Return of Spontaneous Circulation 
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This compiled data is a 12-month overview of the year starting January 

1, 2021 to December 31, 2021. Gathering this valuable data and 

providing statistical analysis provides us with valuable feedback so we 

can search for ways to improve service, quality of service, outcomes and 

efficiencies in the District’s EMS operation. Our goal is and will always be 

to improve the health and welfare of the community we serve.  

 Total # of Patients 

3,094 

 



 

 

 

CPR Classes Taught by WFD 
 

# Students Taught CPR 

10 

200+ 
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Wauconda Firefighter/Paramedics 
train for and respond to a wide 
variety of challenging incidents. 

Three new CPR instructors were trained & certified in 2021;  
Chandler Vandermeer, Brandon Stanonik, and James Finney.  

Remembering 9/11   ...20 Years Later 

Wauconda FireMedics were presented with a Life 
Saving Award from Zoll Medical Corporation 



 

 

 

Wauconda Fire Rescue Association (WFRA)  

The Wauconda Fire Rescue Association was a very active organization in 2021, even while dealing with 
lingering COVID challenges.  Our active and retired members of the Department came together in 
support of public awareness for the fire service and to support training for active firefighters and 
students who are involved in our Cadet program.     

The Association conducted their business through on-line and in 
person quarterly meetings, participated in the Wauconda Memorial Day parade, 
and hosted a very successful Charity Golf Outing at McHenry Country Club. The Fire 
District partnered with the Association Members to host the traditional Pay Night 
Dinner in September, after having to delay the regularly scheduled May event 
because of COVID concerns.  As expected, the event was well attended and proved 
to be a great social evening of storytelling and great fellowship at the fire station.   

Also in 2021, the Association’s Board of Directors affirmed their support of the Fire District’s Training Facility located 
at Station 3 on Gilmer Road in Volo.  The District and the Association agreed that in exchange for the ability to name 
the training site the “Wauconda Fire Recue Association Training Facility”, the Association committed to an 
annual donation of $2,500 toward improving and enhancing the District’s Training Facility.  6 

The activities for the Wauconda Professional Firefighters 
Local 4876 were limited in 2021 due to COVID-19. The 
annual MDA Boot Drive and most area conferences were 
cancelled as our members continued to deal with the 
pandemic. A Collective Bargaining Agreement was 
ratified which covers May 1, 2021 - April 30, 2025 with a 
wage and health insurance reopener in 2023. This 
agreement incorporates a new Mobile Integrated 
Healthcare program and increased manning levels.  Our 
members attended the Annual Legislative Convention in 

Springfield where we met with several of our legislators to discuss issues that 
affect us and the fire service. Many of the bills supported by our Local were 
subsequently passed and signed into law by the Governor.  In September, the 
AFFI held a multiple district meeting in Bolingbrook where IAFF VP Mark 
Sanders announced the fire district’s selection to receive a SAFER grant.  Due 
to the funds provided by the grant, we welcomed five new members. Three 
of which were newly created positions. The District and our Union continue to 
work together in an effort to improve the level of service to our residents. 

These members of the Wauconda Fire 
District were celebrated for their career 
milestones in 2021: 
 

35 Years 
Mike Young 

 

30 Years 
Jason Daun 

 

20 Years 
Pete Jablonski 
EJ Miller 
Tomm Smithe 
John Spratt 

 

10 Years  
Kevin Tracz 
 

5 Years  
Anthony Bloxton 
Clint Herdegen 
Donny Miller 
Marcin Staniszewski 
Brandon Stanonik 
John Stasieczek 



 

 

 

The Fire Prevention Bureau activities consist 

of fire & safety inspections, plan reviews, fire 

investigations and code enforcement issues 

throughout the District. In 2021, a total of 

1,302 fire inspections were conducted. Inspections included routine fire & life safety 

checks, specialized fire suppression systems such as fire sprinklers, restaurant cooking 

systems, life safety, and tents.  Inspectors and shift personnel completed many building pre

-plans. Pre-plans depict building layouts and show key information for responders. 
 

Plans are reviewed for new projects and special fire systems prior to the start to assure the 

design complies with building and fire codes. In 2021, 58 plans were reviewed. 
 

Plan reviews and inspections are done in commercial buildings when a new business 

moves in, remodels or changes the use of the building in order to keep the occupants and 

customers safe. New construction of commercial buildings within any Village in the Fire 

District gets a comprehensive plan review and many inspections.  
 

A majority of the fire-sprinkler inspections were in the Tallgrass neighborhood in Lake 

Barrington, where all new homes that are constructed are required to be protected by 

residential fire-sprinkler systems. The neighborhood has a total of 75 homes.  
 

The chart below details the work explained above that the Fire Prevention Bureau was able 

to conduct for the year. 
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Fire Prevention Bureau Activity 

2021 

Wauconda Fire District 

personnel investigated 10 

fires in the District to 

determine the cause & origin.  
 

Cooking, Heating Equipment & 

Electrical were the leading cause 

of fires. None of the fires were 

suspected of being intentionally 

set. 



 

 

 

2021 was an exciting year for the Wauconda 

Fire District Training Division. With over a year 

of discussions, an agreement was reached with 

Round Lake and Grayslake Fire Districts to train and share the 

WFD training facility. The agreement brought needed funds to the training 

site and more importantly the increased training hours with our neighbors.  

This agreement was crucial in bringing together instructors from different 

agencies to teach various fire related topics 

and to learn the operations of neighboring 

departments. This training agreement has 

already shown its effectiveness on larger 

incidents as the departments routinely 

respond to assist each other. Between the 

three agencies training together, we have 

averaged 100 man hours per month training. 
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Training Hours  

per Member 

2021 
252 

TOTAL Training Hours  

2021 
12,587 



 

 

 

Paul Groszkiewicz 
1960-2021 

Albert W. Schlick, III  
1968-2021 
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In 2021 there were 12 active Cadets ranging from 

15-19 years old. COVD-19 presented some 

fundraising challenges and was lower than past 

years. The Cadets ran two completely online catalog 

fundraisers raising just over $3,600. The program 

also received a generous donation of $8,000 from 

the River Givers; a not-for-profit organization who 

raises money for a veteran’s organization and the 

Cadet program. Their donation is used to support 

Cadets to attend the Fire Academy at McHenry 

County College Training focused on the basic 

firefighting skills, including hose and appliances, 

equipment including Self-Contained Breathing 

Apparatus (SCBA), fire behavior, search and rescue, 

ladders. In June of 2021 Chief Rick Lasky (author, 

motivational speaker, retired from Chief of 

Lewisville, TX Fire Dept.) spoke via Zoom with the 

Cadets about building tomorrow's leaders and successors. The Cadets had the excellent 

opportunity to train at an acquired structure that McHenry Fire Protection District had on 

route 120. The acquired structure offered them the opportunity to do hands-on skills including 

search and rescue, flowing and advancing fire hose, ladders and overhaul operations. The 

Cadets also continued to support the community in a couple of community events including 

four days of volunteering in the parking lot at Wauconda Fest, Adopt a Highway road clean up, 

and shoveled out hydrants after a snowstorm. Eight Cadets attended a one day down and dirty 

training at the Illinois Fire Service Institute campus in Champaign. At the end of the year three 

Cadets applied for sponsorship to the Fire Academy and all three passed their physical ability 

and written test allowing them to begin the Fire Academy in the February of 2022. The Fire 

Cadet program actively recruits new members ages 15-20 at the beginning of each school year. 

Retirements—
2021 

September  

 Lt. Brent Innes   

Promotions—2021 

September  

 FF/PM Matt Savage 
    —to Lieutenant 

New Hires—2021 
 

February 

 Chandler Vandermeer 
 

October 

 Victor Visoky 

 Andrew Cotsiomitis 

 Carson Bernett 

 Alex Faczek 

 Michael Krumenacher 
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...Yes, We Do 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

District Board 
Bill Hogan—President 

Luis Planas—Secretary 

George White—Treasurer 

Richard McGill—Trustee 

Tim Gertz—Trustee 

 
 

Board of Fire Commissioners 
Ron Price—Chairman 

Dan Quick—Commissioner 

Greg Durbin—Commissioner 

 

Wauconda Fire 
Protection District 

Headquarters 
 

109 W. Liberty Street 

Wauconda, IL 60084 

 
 

Phone: 847-526-2821 

Fax: 847-526-2836 

www.waucondafire.org 

 
 

David Geary, Fire Chief 


